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Cross-industry innovation:  
Why should a marine biologist cooperate with  
a chemical company in an innovation project?

-
vation and particularly in cross-industry innovation 

industry boundaries.

Introduction

crucial to integrate experts of distant industries 

to participate are likely to differ from those of 

often contribute in open innovation activities. 
Although literature already reveals motivational 
factors for the latter group of contributors (Franke 

cross-industry innovation activities have not been 

analogous industries participate in cross-industry 
innovation efforts?

Theoretical concept

in order to analyze the motivation and subsequent 
behavior of cross-industry experts. As this 

not yet been applied to innovation management in 

external experts are motivated to participate in ideas 

behavioral control regarding cross-industry 
innovation are targeted to predict their behavioral 

innovation are either positive or negative and relate 

management or the direct supervisor) think about an 

her capabilities to abstract and create analogies. 

chemical company (see Figure 1).

Method and analysis

By arranging a series of cross-industry innovation 

could be used to approach the existing research 

their perceived behavioral control regarding cross-

Cross-Industry Innovation



______
53

the sample. 

called. Since only 35 experts volunteered for an 

norms and perceived behavioral control regarding 

equally. We selected this approach to diminish the 
amount of free parameters in the structural model 

statistical analyses demonstrating an excellent 

factors and to exploit all advantages of this mixed 
methods approach.

Results and implications

norms and perceived behavioral control regarding 

industry innovation activities might result from the 

Figure 1: Structural equation modeling results

Attitude towards cross-
industry innovation 

Subjective norm regarding  
cross-industry innovation 

Perceived behavioral control 
regarding cross-industry 

innovation 

Intention of participating in  
cross-industry innovation 

Participation in cross-
industry innovation 

n.s. 

0.280* 

0.350** 

0.902*** 

Overall model fit: 2/df = 1.054; CFI = 0.998; RMSEA = 0.040; SRMR = 0.0233. 

***  < 0.01; **  < 0.05; *  < 0.1; n.s. = not significant 

Cross-Industry Innovation



______
54

thinking.

seems to even have a stronger impact than 
the attitudinal factors regarding cross-industry 

relationship. By having focused on business experts 

Further readings

contribute in cross-industry innovation?  
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At a glance –   
Summary  

 
participation in a cross-industry format. 
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